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Education isimportant
for military career

uring the past few years being a

member of the Air National Guard
has become areal fire hose. What we
ask of our memberstoday iswell
beyond what was expected five or 10
years ago. | am always amazed at what
our folks are accomplishing, and what a
tough job it must be to balance al the
demands of family, civilian job and
military duty.

Occasionally something hasto give
with all that is asked of us. It requires
us to make choices, sacrifices and set
priorities. If only there was more time!

Oneareawedon’t want to let slideis
your military career. Theformulafor a
successful military career realy isn't al
that complicated. Each of us should
receive basic AFSC training to perform
our assigned duty, we should progres-
sively enhance our skills through
CDC'’sand other professional develop-
ment courses, do our best in the
performance of our duties and complete
our professional military
education...and yes, actually sit down
and set some goals.

Now it may be alot more complicated
than that, but there is one more critical
link that will help you achieve your
goals. That link is feedback with your
supervisor and/or commander. Y ou can
communicate what it is you would like
to accomplish and learn first hand how
you' re doing in the eyes of your boss.

Feedback with your supervisor is so
important because it clarifies what each
of you expects from the other and sets
the stage for both better performance
and the ability of your bossto actively
help you achieve your goals and be on
your team.

PME isaproblem for some. Remem-
ber what | said about something having
to give? Unfortunately sometimes that
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something is PME, which if not
accomplished, will stop your military
career in itstracks. Today more than
ever there are opportunities for
promotion to the highest NCO ranks,
but it requires PME.

So | encourage each of you to take
the time to do a feedback session with
your supervisor. Don’t just check the
square, but rather make it a productive
time with a healthy exchange of
thoughts and ideas; and do your best
to complete your PME. | know it's
tough, but there are a number of
methods to complete it and supervi-
sors at every level have my full
support to facilitate you doing what is
necessary to complete the require-
ment.

Success requires “teamwork” and
“hard work.” Together we can and will
succeed.

A little goes
a long way

By: Chaplain Bob Jackson

isisan anonymous story about two
brotherswhoworked together onthe
family faam. Onewasmarriedandhada
largefamily. Theother wassingle. Atthe
day’ send, the brothers shared everything
equally, produceand profit.

Then oneday the single brother said to
himsdlf, “It’ snot right that we should share
equaly. I'maoneand my needsare
smple” Soeach night hetook asack of
grainfrom hisbin and crept acrossthefidd
between their houses, dumpingitinto his
brother’ sbin.

Meanwhile, the married brother said to
himsdlf, “It’ snot right that we should share
equdly. Afterdl, I’'mmarriedand | havemy
wifeand childrentolook after me. My
brother has no oneto take care of hisfuture
andwell being.” Soeach night hetook a
sack of grain, and dumped it into his
brother’ sbin.

Both menwere puzzled for yearsbecause
their supply of grain never decreased. Then
one night the two brothers bumped into
each other. Slowly it dawned onthem what
had been happening.

Likethetwo brothers, wetry to do good
for others, but often we don't realize how
sincerely others carefor us. Then some-
thing surprising happenswhich revealsthe
rich supply of grain provided usby others.
My recent illnesstook me out of service, yet
at the sametimethe sincere care of so many
otherswasrevealed to me. That wasa
deeply touching experience; it lifted my
spirit throughout therecovery. | sincerely
thank you for your expressions of support
and especidly your prayers. The cancer
was contained. Sincetestsrevealed no
spread, | do not need further treatments or
medications. | grow stronger daily and
havereturned to my usual workload.
Thanksbeto God and al my brothersand
sgtersfor whom Heworksto carefor each
of us. God blessyou al!




